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1. In General 
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A constitution is the fundamental or basic law to which all others must conform, and the function of a constitution is to 
establish the framework and general principles of government. 


The scope of constitutions generally includes not only the frame of government and a bill of rights but also numerous 
administrative provisions. ! Viewed from the standpoint of legal character, a constitution is the fundamental or basic law to 


which all other laws must conform.” 


Accordingly, the function of a constitution is to establish the framework and general principles of government.’ It is the supreme 
written will of the people regarding the framework for their government.” The federal and state constitutions also establish and 


guarantee rights which they place beyond the power of the temporary majority, parliamentary or otherwise, to abridge.” 
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They establish an objective standard of conduct by which all departments of the government are bound’ so that the constitution 


may endure and meet unanticipated, changed conditions without alteration.’ Indeed, a constitution is intended to endure for 


ages to come, and must adapt itself to a future that can only be seen dimly, if at all.® 


The purpose of a constitution, then, is not to legislate in detail but to set limits on the otherwise plenary power of the le gislature.” 


Alteration of governmental rights. 


Inherent rights appertaining to any branch of government may be altered by the constitution. | 
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